LIFE SKETCH OF VAZHAKVWAM VASUDEVAN NAMBUDIKt

also arrived. With him was seen a man who wore suit and a
turban. That man seemed to be not interested in Vazhakunnam's
talk. He did not like Vazhakunnam's very appearance itself- The
naked upper part of the body was not covered with a shirt and
again the loose hair was tied according to the custom ofNambudiri
Brahmins as sikha. Vazhakunnam's words had some magical
effect on the audience. The words pierced into the depth of their
hearts. Once he was eloquent on the character of Satidevi, who
went to her father's sacrifice, without taking permission from her
husband Siva. It was not due to pride- but due to her immense
love for her father that Satidevi went to the sacrifice conducted
by her father, disregarding Siva, the very name which bumts into
ashes all sins. Vazhakunnam's very speech in excitement was felt
as though Satidevi herself was talking in front of the audience just
before ending her life in the sacrificial fire.

The man who had come there dressed in suit and turban, now
started wiping his eyes filled with tears. This man stood with great
respect for Vazhakunnam. He was introduced by A.K.T.K.M.
Guptan Nambudiripad. To his surprise it was none other than
Appu Nedungadi. He was a leading advocate, very rich, and
famous as the founder of the Nedungadi Bank. Vazhakunnam
said that be had read the famous Malayalam novel Kundalata and
so had heard of him as the author of the work. Now Appu
Nedungadi humbly told him that^ough he had already heard of
Vazhakunnam, he had not attended any of his talks, as he was a
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